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Ballet Dancing Benefits and Risks

Whether you are a dedicated
dancer or you're just starting
out, ballet will bring many
benefits for your health if you
choose to practice this activity
on a regular basis.

Practicing ballet will give you as
much strength as if you were
training with small weights. At
some point in class, you will
even do a little bit of cardio.
Endurance is something else
ballet dancers experience. To
complete an hour-and-a-half or
two-hour ballet class your body
will need cardiovascular
endurance and stamina that you
will develop gradually.

In addition, you will gain
coordination since ballet
requires different movements of
the arms, legs, torso and head
at the same time. You gain
overall control of your body.

Flexibility is something else
you will gain, since many
exercises, especially at the
barre at the beginning of class
have a little stretching section.

We bet you have never seen a
ballerina with bad posture,
right? That is because to
practice this discipline you
need to have the best posture
possible, and if you don’t, you
will achieve it little by little.

A plus of ballet dancing is the
gaining of cognitive function.
In ballet class, you usually
have to learn new exercises
that can be sometimes very
complex and very fast and you
need to remember them
immediately. In other words,
ballet helps keep the mind
sharp.
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In June, we had 17
patients that failed to
attend their
appointment!



Ballet Dancing Benefits and Risks
(Cont'd from previous page)

Finally, ballet will improve your self-esteem,
body image, as well as it will help you lose
weight.

Possible foot injuries in ballet

Like in any other sport or physical activity,
when practicing ballet, the dancer is also
prone to injuries, especially on the feet,
because it is an activity that requires
standing on the toes and very long training
sessions.

Some of the conditions that ballet dancers
could suffer from are, sesamoiditis, which is
pain under the big toe joint; and
metatarsalgia, often mistaken for
sesamoiditis, but which involves pain and
inflammation of the metatarsals, located in
the ball of the foot. Both conditions can be
caused by excessive and heavy-impact
jumping.

Stress fractures can also occur if the dancer
lands clumsily from an accelerated jump or
does an awkward twist by mistake.

Another foot disorder common in ballet
dancers, is called trigger toe. It happens when
a toe gets stuck in a flexure.

Dancer’s heel is another injury related to
ballet and it consists of a condition where a
bump is formed on the rear part of the heel,
due to a continuous wear-and-tear on the
Achilles Tendon and heel bone.

And, of course, there are also ankle sprains

that can happen by slipping or mis-stepping.

If you are a ballet dancer and have concerns
about any of these injuries, feel free to
consult with us to see ways you can manage
or prevent future occurrences. ¢



What Are Foot Orthotics For?

Custom foot orthotics are shoe inserts that
can help you with several medical issues
regarding your feet. They are custom-made
and prescribed, specifically for your feet,
which can an effective treatment for sore
feet

These inserts are most commonly used to
correct an abnormal walking pattern, reduce
pain, provide support, prevent deformity on
the feet, provide better positioning, aligning
the feet, relieve pressure on a certain area

of the foot, and even improve the
mechanics of the entire lower extremity.

Differences  between  over-the-counter
inserts and custom orthotics

Inserts that you can buy at a pharmacy or
store are good for providing cushioning and
support. However, if you feel that you are
not getting benefits from it or you have pain
of any sort, you might need a custom
orthotic.

Custom orthotics are medical devices that a
Chiropodist will prescribe after an evaluation.
A Chiropodist will do a physical examination
and an analyze the way you are walking to
assess how the feet, ankles, legs and hips
move.

Orthotics are also used by people with
diabetes, plantar fasciitis, bursitis and
arthritis, and could even prevent flat feet
surgery!

In the case that the Chiropodist determines
you need orthotics, a 3D mold of your feet
will be taken in order to get the right fit.

Later, an orthotics lab will turn the mold into

rigid or soft custom orthotics, depending on
what the Chiropodist determines you need.

Types of orthotics

Rigid orthotics are also known as functional
orthotics and are made from plastic or carbon
fiber. They are mostly used for walking shoes
and they help control excessive motion, such
as over-pronation.

As for soft orthotics, they are made from soft
compression materials and provide
cushioning to take pressure off uncomfortable
spots caused by prominent bones or diabetic
foot ulcers. ¢
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Open House

At The Footcare Centre we are
proud members of the community
here in Niagara Falls, offering foot
health care to the city to our
neighbours in the Niagara region
and beyond.

As part of our continued
commitment to foster and build our
relationships with other health
providers, and in so doing

strengthen our delivery of healthcare to our patients, we held an open
house on Wednesday June 12, 2019. Inviting family doctors and other
healthcare providers including surgeons and pharmacy we opened our
doors, offering a cheese and wine evening in order to educate and
stimulate our healthcare neighbours.

Chiropody and podiatric medicine is often misunderstood by both the
public but also other health professions and medical disciplines who
need to understand what, when and how to refer to our service.

Our aim: to showcase our office and clinical offering. As well as some
nibbles and beverages we provided education zones highlighting some
of our special services, including surgical management of the ingrown
toenail, management of the ulcerated or high-risk diabetic foot, our
biomechanics & custom orthotic service and information on
compression stocking therapy. Educational materials were available
and a special thanks must go to Lisa Czerlau, our Total Contact Casting
for diabetic ulceration representative from BSN Medical who attended -
and of course Louie, The Footcare Bear!

We will follow up this ongoing engagement with our healthcare and
medical colleagues by offering ‘lunch and learn’ events and other meet
and greet events where our team will be proactive in engaging with the
healthcare community - our patients’ community.

ﬂ www facebook.com/footcarecentreniagarafalls https://twitter.com/footcareontario
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